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contested waters. On January 28, 2016, Presi-
dent Ma further proposed “the South China
Sea Peace Initiative Roadmap” during his visit
to Taiping Island in the Spratly of the South
China Sea. The content of the Peace Initiative
Roadmap is stated as below:

“1. “Yes” to cooperation, “no” to confronta-
tion: A cooperation and development mecha-
nism that contributes to peace and prosperity
in the South China Sea should first be estab-
lished, and sovereignty disputes should be set
aside for future resolution through peaceful
means.

2. “Yes” to sharing, “no” to monopolizing: A
cooperation and development mechanism
should ensure equal participation and re-
source sharing among all parties concerned in
the region in order to avoid undermining the
rights and interests of any party.

3. “Yes” to pragmatism, “no” to intran-
sigence: The initial focus should be on as-
pects which are beneficial to all parties con-
cerned and on which consensus can be easily
achieved; various cooperation items should be
pragmatically and gradually promoted so as to
avoid missing out on cooperation opportunities
as a result of any party insisting on its posi-
tion.

The viable path consists of shelving dis-
putes, integrated planning, and zonal develop-
ment. The two essential elaborations are:
First, all parties concerned in the region
should be included in the consultation mecha-
nism for this initiative so that they can engage
in cooperation and negotiations on integrated
planning for the South China Sea. Second, the
cooperation and consultation mechanism pro-
posed in this initiative should be a provisional
arrangement of a practical nature, and should
not undermine the position of any party con-
cerned or jeopardize or hamper the reaching
of a final agreement on the South China Sea.”

The Taiwan government has reaffirmed its
commitment to uphold the freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight, and has actively worked to
promote peace and prosperity throughout the
South China Sea region. | urge my colleagues
to join me in working with our Taiwanese part-
ners to promote our common interests and
find a viable path to maintain peace and sta-
bility in the South China Sea.

——————
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Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure to recognize the 20th anniversary
of the South Lake Chamber of Commerce,
and the retirement of Ray San Fratello. On
December 31, 2015, Mr. San Fratello retired
as President of South Lake Chamber of Com-
merce.

Mr. San Fratello has led the South Lake
Chamber of Commerce for the past 12 years
after 13 years with the Genesee County
Chamber of Commerce in upstate New York.
Under his leadership, the South Lake Cham-
ber of Commerce has experienced tremen-
dous growth with the largest membership in
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Lake County. He has received much recogni-
tion for his efforts including the 2013 Florida
Association of Chamber Professionals, Cham-
ber Professional of the Year.

During the past century, the South Lake
Chamber of Commerce has been through
many phases of growth and change to create
the longstanding history and tradition of suc-
cessful business organization. Formed more
than 20 years ago, the South Lake Chamber’s
footprint has expanded to Clermont, Minneola,
Groveland, Mascotte, Monteverde, and Four
Corners. The original Board of Trade, estab-
lished in 1895, created a new vision of com-
munity and business development for South
Lake County. One century later in 1995, the
Clermont-Minneola and Groveland-Mascotte
Chambers united for the betterment of South
Lake. Today, after 20 years, the South Lake
Chamber of Commerce continues to foster a
spirit of cooperation and progress among the
area’s business community.

The excellence with which the South Lake
Chamber of Commerce and Mr. San Fratello
serve South Lake County’s business commu-
nity and enterprises is evident from their his-
tory and recognition. | commend them for their
many achievements and | am pleased to con-
gratulate them on the celebration of their 20th
anniversary. My sincerest wishes and con-
gratulations to Mr. San Fratello and his family
on his retirement.

———
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Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing legislation to approve a 15-year ex-
tension of the United States’ Compact of Free
Association with the Republic of Palau.

President Ronald Reagan, recognizing the
importance of the Western Pacific to U.S. se-
curity interests, first negotiated the Compact
with Palau. President Reagan’s prescience of
the need to maintain strategic denial to the
military of other nations in the land, air, and
sea of Palau—an area the size of Texas—is
apparent now more than ever.

Yet we in Congress have failed to maintain
the commitment that President Reagan estab-
lished with Palau. The 1986 Compact provided
for annual economic assistance. In 2010, the
U.S. and Palau agreed to an extension of this
Compact assistance and agreed that funding
should gradually taper off over the succeeding
15 years. In 2012, Chairman Donald Manzullo
of the Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific
introduced the necessary legislation to ap-
prove the extension. Hearings and markup
were held, but no further action ensued.

It is true that Congress has continued to
provide financial assistance to Palau per the
terms of the extension agreement—but only
on an installment basis, year-by-year. No long-
term commitment to our ally has been forth-
coming. Yet, the Republic of Palau continues
to send its citizens to serve in the U.S. Armed
Forces. Palau votes with the United States in
the United Nations 95 percent of the time. And
Palau’s keystone geographic position in the
defensive “second island chain” in the West-
ern Pacific has not altered.
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Our failure to follow through on a negotiated
agreement with a key ally not only leaves
Palau uncertain about America’s commitment.
It leaves any nation that receives an assur-
ance from the United States wondering wheth-
er America is good for its word.

So, it is time to renew the effort here in
Congress to affirm the alliance that President
Reagan began. The legislation | am intro-
ducing approves the extension of the Compact
of Free Association with the Republic of
Palau. This legislation will help maintain the
American presence that we acquired at great
cost in the bloody battles of World War Il and
will bulwark America’s position in the Western
Pacific in the years ahead.

COMMEMORATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. JOSEPH CATHO-
LIC CHURCH IN PENSACOLA,
FLORIDA
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the
historic St. Joseph Catholic Church in Pensa-
cola, Florida.

St. Joseph parish of Pensacola traces its
roots back to 1891, as an outgrowth of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel Catholic Church and to
the pastorship of Reverend Robert Fullerton.
Although it was founded as the first African-
American church in the Diocese of Mobile, St.
Joseph Catholic Church cared not only for the
religious needs of the Pensacola African-
American community, but the church also
served individuals from diverse backgrounds
who wished to worship at the church. Whether
in its original two-story wooden building or its
current Gothic Revival style structure adorned
with stained-glass windows and completed in
1894, the multi-cultural parish family has been
blessed by the Word of God for 125 years.

During that time, the church underwent
structural and pastoral changes, operated
Maryall Negro Missions and four mission
chapels, Our Lady of Fatima Mission School,
a grammar school, at one point the only
Catholic African-American high school in the
state of Florida, St. Joseph orphanage that
opened its doors to homeless African-Amer-
ican boys, and Our Lady of Angels Maternity
Hospital for African-American women, as well
as St. Joseph Cemetery. Today St. Joseph’s
ministry continues to care for the Pensacola
community through the Our Lady of Angels
Free Clinic, which serves the homeless and
needy individuals throughout the area; the
Caring and Sharing Outreach, which provides
food and clothing; and the St. Joseph Soup
Kitchen, which serves free meals to the home-
less.

One constant thread throughout its storied
history, however, is the parish’s strong faith in
God. It is through their strength and that of the
local community, guided by the Holy Spirit,
that the church has not only stayed together,
but has also grown strong through hardship.
Whether faced with the Jim Crow laws or the
natural disasters like Hurricane lvan, which
devastated the entire Gulf Coast in 2004,
nothing could tear apart the bonds of this
community. When faced with adversity, the
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